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Consultee Phase / Date of 
Consultation 

Issues Raised Relevant Section of 
the AA where this is 
addressed 

Appropriate Assessment addresses 
the issue of invasive alien plant and 
animal species and include detailed 
methods to ensure accidental 
introduction or spreading does not 
occur. An Invasive Species Action 
Plan should form part of the planning 
application. 

Section 3.2.3, Section 3.3.4.  

A non-native Invasive 
Species Management Plan 
has been prepared in 
respect of the Proposed 
Scheme as an appendix to 
the Construction 
Environmental Management 
Plan (CEMP). It is not 
considered during the AA 
Screening  

The Cumulative impacts of the 
Proposed Scheme be considered, to 
include interaction between different 
and / or approved plans and projects 
in the same area as the Proposed 
Scheme. 

Section 3.4 In-Combination 
Effects 
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44 Following completion of the Construction Phase, the Construction Compounds will be dismantled and the 
sites reinstated to match pre-existing conditions. 

Image 2 Location and Extent of Construction Compound BR1 
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Reference Species Description 

CBC0013APS08 Giant hogweed 
Heracleum 
mantegazzianum 

Patchily distributed stand on the eastern bank of the 
Carrickmines Stream, south of the N11 / Wyattville Link Road 
Junction 

CBC0013APS09 Giant hogweed 
Heracleum 
mantegazzianum 

Patchily distributed stand on the eastern bank of the 
Carrickmines Stream, south of the N11 / Wyattville Link Road 
Junction 

CBC0013APS10 Giant hogweed 
Heracleum 
mantegazzianum 

Patchily distributed stand on the eastern bank of the 
Carrickmines Stream, south of the N11 / Wyattville Link Road 
Junction 

CBC0013APS11 Giant hogweed 
Heracleum 
mantegazzianum 

Patchily distributed stand on the eastern bank of the 
Carrickmines Stream, south of the N11 / Wyattville Link Road 
Junction 

CBC0013APS12 Giant hogweed 
Heracleum 
mantegazzianum 

Patchily distributed stand on the eastern bank of the 
Carrickmines Stream, south of the N11 / Wyattville Link Road 
Junction 

CBC0013APS13 Giant hogweed 
Heracleum 
mantegazzianum 

Patchily distributed stand on the eastern bank of the 
Carrickmines Stream, south of the N11 / Wyattville Link Road 
Junction 

CBC0013APS14 Giant hogweed 
Heracleum 
mantegazzianum 

Patchily distributed stand on the eastern bank of the 
Carrickmines Stream, south of the N11 / Wyattville Link Road 
Junction 

CBC0013APS15 Giant hogweed 
Heracleum 
mantegazzianum 

Stand on the northern bank of the Shanganagh River, in the 
north-western section of Loughlinstown Woods. 

CBC0013APS16 Japanese knotweed 
Reynoutria japonica 

Stand on the northern bank of the Shanganagh River, west of 
the Loughlinstown Road 

CBC0013APS17 Japanese knotweed 
Reynoutria japonica 

Stand on the southern bank of the Shanganagh River, west of 
the Loughlinstown Road 

CBC0013APS18 Giant hogweed 
Heracleum 
mantegazzianum 

Stand in the western section of Loughlinstown Woods, north 
of Loughlinstown Pitch and Putt. 

3.2.3.2 Fauna 

Otter 

58 The desk study found that otter are known to occur within 1km of the Proposed Scheme and across the 
wider study area. Otter are known to utilise the Grand Canal for foraging and commuting purposes. Otter 
are also known to be present along the River Liffey, South Dublin Bay, the Shanganagh River, Deansgrange 
Stream and the Cabinteely Stream67. Records of otter were returned from Bray, along the Swan River, 

 

 
6 Macklin, R., & Brazier, B. (2019b). Otter survey of selected rivers in Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council district with 
management recommendations . Report prepared by Triturus Environmental Ltd. for Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County 
Council. 
7 Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County Council (2021). Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown Biodiversity Plan 2021 - 2025. 
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which is hydrologically connected to the southern section of the Proposed Scheme, via the River Dargle. 
The River Dodder is known to support a healthy otter population with several records of holts and otter 
activity throughout the waterbody8.  

59 Multidisciplinary surveys conducted by Scott Cawley Ltd., during 2018 found evidence of an otter sprainting 
post on the River Dodder. This sprainting post was located on a rock in the mid-stream of the river, 
approximately 30m west of Anglesey Bridge, just north of the Dublin Bus Depot in Donnybrook. Follow on 
surveys in August 2020 and April 2022, found otter footprints and a potential otter track approximately 
1.1km and 300m downstream of the Ballsbridge crossing, respectively. There was no evidence of otter 
habitation features on the downstream side of the Dodder which has been modified through the 
construction of flood relief measures. The vegetation on the upstream side has been cleared along one 
side of the watercourse during the ongoing construction of flood defences and the potential for otter holts 
has been reduced. Two of the watercourses (Brewery Stream and the Shanganagh River) which will be 
intersected by the Proposed Scheme are partially culverted and are therefore not likely to be favourable 
to support otter. A single otter spraint was recorded on the ledge underneath the Emmett Bridge by 
Triturus Environmental in 2022 as part of surveys for other Bus Connects schemes (Triturus Environmental 
Ltd., 2022) . The nearest European site for which this species is designated is the Wicklow Mountains SAC, 
which is located approximately 6.7km south-west of the Proposed Scheme. Wicklow Mountains SAC is 
located within the same sub-catchments (Dodder_SC_010 and Dargle_SC_010) to the Proposed Scheme. 
As such, populations of otter within the footprint of the Proposed Scheme are potentially connected to the 
SAC population. 

Marine mammals 

60 Harbour seal Phoca vitulina, grey seal Halichoerus grypus and harbour porpoise Phocoena phocoena are 
known to be present in Dublin Bay. Both seal species are listed on Annex II and V of the Habitats Directive, 
while harbour porpoise is listed on Annex II and IV of the Habitats Directive. The nearest European site for 
which harbour seal and grey seal have been designated is Lambay Island SAC located approximately 22.3km 
from the Proposed Scheme. The nearest European site for which harbour porpoise has been designated is 
Rockabill to Dalkey Island SAC located approximately 2.6km from the Proposed Scheme.  

61 No specific marine mammal survey was undertaken as part of the Proposed Scheme. 

Kingfisher 

62 A desk study found that kingfisher, an Annex I bird species, are known to occur within 1km of the Proposed 
Scheme and across the wider study area. In particular, the River Liffey is known to support a population of 
kingfisher (DCC, 2021). There are also records of kingfisher on the Grand Canal, which is within 1km of the 
Proposed Scheme (FERS Ltd., 2018). 

63 The nearest European site for which this species is designated is River Boyne and River Blackwater SPA, 
which is located approximately 39.7km from the Proposed Scheme in a separate catchment. Kingfisher 
populations within close proximity to the Proposed Scheme are not deemed to be SCI species. 

64 No specific kingfisher survey was undertaken as part of the Proposed Scheme. 
 
Other Birds 

65 The desk study returned records of a total of 139 wintering bird species, including 111 species with 
breeding and wintering populations in the wider study area (i.e. Grid Squares O12, O13, O21 and O22). 
Records included twenty one (21) species listed under Annex I of the Birds Directive and fifty five (55) SCI 
species. The majority of wintering birds identified in the desk study are typically found in coastal, estuarine 
and intertidal habitats including the Liffey Estuary and Dublin Bay. A desk study of lands within 300m of the 
Proposed Scheme returned records of five SCI wintering bird species which may use inland amenity 

 

 
8 Macklin, R., Brazier, B. & Sleeman, P. (2019a). Dublin City otter survey. Report prepared by Triturus Environmental Ltd. for 
Dublin City Council as an action of the Dublin City Biodiversity Action Plan 2015- 2020. 
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3.2.6 Soils & Geology 

79 The 1:100,000 GSI bedrock geology map9 of the area indicates that the underlying bedrock along the 
Proposed Scheme comprises of Lucan Formation - (Calp) dark limestone and shale, Rush Conglomerate 
Formation, Ballysteen Formation and the Tober Colleen formation- Calcareous shale, limestone 
conglomerate. The GSI Quaternary subsoils map shows the footprint of the Proposed Scheme is 
predominantly glacial tills derived from limestone. Additionally, there are areas of made ground (Urban), 
alluvial deposits, gravels and shallow bedrock. 

3.2.7 Air quality 

80 As part of the implementation of S.I. No. 271/2002 - Air Quality Standards Regulations 2002, four air quality 
zones have been defined in Ireland for air quality management and assessment purposes (EPA 2020a). 
Dublin is defined as Zone A. With regard to NO2, continuous monitoring data from the EPA at locations in 
close proximity to the Proposed Scheme was reviewed. The stations considered by the project air quality 
experts representative of the Proposed Scheme include: Ballyfermot, Swords, Rathmines and Dún 
Laoghaire, whilst long-term trends in the City Centre are available for Winetavern Street, which is adjacent 
to the northern end of the Proposed Scheme. Sufficient data is available for these stations to review long-
term trends over a five-year period (2015 to 2019) (See Table 8). 

Table 8:  Trends in Suburban and Urban NO2 Concentrations (µg/m3) In Dublin 2015 to 2019 
Station  Station 

Classification 
Council 
Directive 96 
/62/EC 

Averaging Period 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Limit 
Value 

Rathmines Urban 
Background 

Annual Mean NO2 
(µg/m3) 18 20 17 20 22 40 

99.8th%ile 1-hr NO2 
(µg/m3) 105 88 86 87 102 200 

Ballyfermot Suburban 
Background 

Annual Mean NO2 
(µg/m3) 16 17 17 17 20 40 

99.8th%ile 1-hr NO2 
(µg/m3) 127 90 112 101 101 200 

Dun 
Laoghaire 

Suburban 
Background 

Annual Mean NO2 
(µg/m3) 16 19 17 19 15 40 

99.8th%ile 1-hr NO2 
(µg/m3) 91 105 101 91 84 200 

Swords Suburban 
Background 

Annual Mean NO2 
(µg/m3) 13 16 14 16 15 40 

99.8th%ile 1-hr NO2 
(µg/m3) 93 96 79 85 80 200 

Winetavern 
Street 

Urban Traffic Annual Mean NO2 
(µg/m3) 31 37 27 29 28 40 

99.8th%ile 1-hr NO2 
(µg/m3) 128 120 110 115 115 200 

 

 

 
9 Accessible at https://dcenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a30af518e87a4c0ab2fbde2aaac3c228 



























https://secure.dccae.gov.ie/arcgis/rest/services/Quaternary/QuaternarySediments16/MapServer
https://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/Map






Figure 1 
European Sites
in the Vicinity
of the Proposed
Scheme







Appendix I
The Qualifying Interests
(QIs) and Special 
Conservation Interests
(SCIs) of the European 
sites in the Vicinity of the 
Proposed Development 
Scheme









https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2018/en/si/0293.html?q=Carriggower+Bog
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2018/en/si/0293.html?q=Carriggower+Bog














https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2012/en/si/0094.html?q=rockabill
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/2012/en/si/0094.html?q=rockabill
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